
           IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE CITY OF PETERSBURG 
                      INFORMATION REGARDING COVID-19 PROCEDURES  
  
 
Effective Monday, May 18, 2020 the Petersburg General District Court Will Re-Open for Non-Emergency 
Matters. Although the court is re-opened, courtroom procedures will be significantly modified to protect 
the public health during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
Based on the instructions of the Presiding Judge, members of the public may expect the following: 
 

1) If you have been ill, have recently travelled internationally, have been exposed to COVID-19, 
or live with someone who has been exposed to COVID-19, call the Clerk’s Office at 804-733-
2374 before your scheduled Court date. 
 

2) The court asks that before entering the courtroom or Clerks office you read all posted signs. 
 
3) In order to further minimize the risk of the spread of COVID-19 in addition to recommended 

social and physical distancing, all person aged 10 or over entering the courthouse must wear 
a face covering that covers the nose and mouth.  

 
4) The number of people in the courtroom at any one time will be limited. Please plan to 

follow the directions of the Sheriff’s Office when you arrive at the courthouse. 
 
5) Space limitations may require that certain security screening, paperwork or meetings occur 

outside. As well, the new safety procedures may result in a line or wait before entering the 
courtroom. Please arrive prepared for inclement weather. 

 
6) Courtroom attendance shall be limited to counsel, parties, witnesses, interpreter, court 

personnel, bailiffs and members of the press where permitted by law. 
 
7) Defendants who need to pay traffic/criminal court cost and/or fines are encouraged to pay 

by mail to 35 East Tabb Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 or online at www.vacourts.gov. 
 
8) Unlawful Detainer cases that are filed; the landlord/attorney should be familiar with The 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act).  
 
9) Forms available for filing can be located on our website www.vacourts.gov. 
 
10) Counsel and/or parties who desire to appear remotely by Polycom or telephone, shall make 

a written request at least 72 hours in advance of the court date and provide a copy of the 
request to opposing counsel and/or parties. The court will consider the request on a case by 
case basis. 

 
 

The clerk’s office will be open for the filing of pleadings and emergency motions only. Preliminary 
protective orders will be done by affidavit. Persons filing any type of pleading are encouraged to do so 
by mail or fax. 

 
We appreciate your patience and cooperation as we navigate these unique challenges and work to 
safely provide access to the court system. 

http://www.vacourts.gov/
http://www.vacourts.gov/
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